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"WASHINGTON, December 14, 1816.
"Dear Sir: I have, since my last to you, had the pleasure of receiving two letters from you, the last of the I2th of November. The advantages of the late treaties with the Indians are incalculable. One of the benefits consists in putting an end to all dissatisfaction on the part of Tennessee proceeding from the former treaty. This has been done on very moderate terms. Another consists in enabling the Government to bring to market a large body of valuable land, whereby the public debt may be considerably diminished. A third, in extending our settlements along the Mississippi towards the Mobile, whereby great strength will be added to our Union in quarters where it is most wanted. As soon as our population gains a decided preponderance in those regions, East Florida will hardly be considered by Spain as part of her dominions, and no other power would accept it from her as a gift. Our attitude will daily become more imposing on all the Spanish dominions, and, indeed, on those of other powers in the neighboring islands. If it keeps them in good order, in our relations with them, that alone will be of important consequence.
"I have communicated what you suggested respecting General Coffee and Lieutenant Gadsen to the President, who is, I am satisfied, well disposed to promote their views. It is very gratifying to me to receive your opinions on all subjects, on which you will have the goodness to commu-nicate them, because I have the utmost confidence in the soundness of your judgment and purity of your intentions. I will give you my sentiments on the interesting subject in question, likewise without reserve. I agree with you de-cideclly in the principle that the Chief Magistrate of the country ought not to be at the head of a party, but of the nation itself. I am also of opinion that the members of the Federal party who left it in the late war and gallantly served their country in the field, have given proofs of patri-otism and attachment to free government that entitle them to the highest confidence. In deciding, however, how a new administration ought to be formed, admitting the result to correspond with the wishes of my friends, many considera-lions claim attention,, as on a proper estimate of them much